
Transatlantic 4.0
US-German Business & Society In The Era Of Technological Revolution

Conference at Stanford University

Disclaimer:
This proposal offers a preliminary overview of the proposed conference with regards to content, structure, and potential
contributions – it may be subject to change during the course of the planning process.



2

Transatlantic 4.0 – Executive Summary

Mission

Goal

Participants

Structure

Location

• Create a world-class forum and tangible, lasting network
for finding answers and taking action with regards to the 
pressing issues around digital transformation and the impact 
of emerging technologies in business and society

• Excite participants about taking action to shape transatlantic 
relations in the digital age

• Arm them with inspirational ideas, knowledge and a tangible 
network of influencers and create ambassadors for 
technological change

• High-profile thought leaders from US and German business, 
research, and politics

• 250+ talented graduate students from elite universities and 
young professionals from the US and Germany

• 3days of deep discussion, learning, and interaction
• Intellectual stimulation and exciting connection

• Stanford in April 2019
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Agenda

• Need

• Participants

• Topics

• Agenda Prototype

• Highlights

• Team

• Board of supporters
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The technological disruption of our societies (GER/US) 
calls for an interdisciplinary, transatlantic dialogue

Technological success is a social and political issue –
not a technological issue.

“Accelerating and converging technologies will shake the foundations of society as
we know it, challenging our conception of work, our relationship with each
other, perhaps our purpose as a species. The economic implications are massive,
with the complete devaluation of skilled and unskilled labor as we know it…Our
current political society is nowhere near ready for this socio-economic tsunami. To
solve this, scientists urgently need to get out of their labs, business leaders
need to get out of their offices, and get involved with politics. Those who best
understand how those technologies work need to actively steer the political ship…”

Alexandre Terrien

Transatlantic 4.0 addresses these topics head-on by igniting constructive conversations 
between current and future thought leaders in science, politics and business

Need
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Conference targets established and young high-impact 
stakeholders

250+ TOP GRA-
DUATE STUDENTS

FOUNDERS

BUSINESS 
LEADERS ACADEMICS

POLITICAL 
LEADERS

JOURNALISTS
BAY AREA 

COMMUNITY• Stanford 
Engineering and 
Business School

• Berkeley, CalTech
• Harvard, MIT, Yale, 

other Ivy Leagues
• Majority of students 

speaks German

Founders of young 
tech companies

Business leaders from 
the corporate world 

and the German 
Mittelstand

Leading academics 
from Germany and the 

US

Political leaders on 
digital topics from
Germany, US & EU

Opinion makers & 
media personalities

People interested in 
cooperation with GER 

companies, or
investment and 

marketing in GER

Participants



6

A wide range of topics on technology-driven transitions 
will be discussed

GERMAN & 
US ROLES

EMERGING 
TECHNOLOGIES

FUTURE OF 
WORK

MITTELSTAND & 
SILICON VALLEY

EDUCATION ETHICS
DATA & 

DEMOCRACY CYBER SECURITY

Explore synergies, mindsets and opportunities for collaboration between 
the US and Germany with respect to:

in leading tech
innovation while 

setting ethical and
regulatory standards

AI, IoT, biotech,
cryptography, 

wearables, etc.

Automation & 
Digitization; Social 

equality/ opportunity 
in the “gig” era

Lessons
and synergies

Research and 
retraining,

leading to innovation & 
collaboration
best practices

Data privacy, 
algorithmic bias,

inclusion by design, 
GDPR

Technology capitalism, 
data companies +  

super powers, cyber 
warfare

Understanding threats 
and defense strategies 

in government and 
business

Topics
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A four-day conference that offers challenging discussions, 
interactive learning, and targeted networking

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

• Reception at the German Consulate in San Francisco

• Opening remarks & welcome (German Consul General of SF + the organizers)
• Opening keynote: Setting the stage (high profile speaker)
• Workshop Block 1: Tech Deep Dives on block chain, autonomous driving, deep 

learning, IoT, bio tech etc. led by international experts
• Workshops Block 2: Impact of emerging technologies on business, politics, and 

society (case studies)
• Keynotes and panels: Emerging tech & new directions for transatlantic collaboration
• Evening event: Gala dinner and/or SF harbor cruise

• Breakfast & opening keynote
• Panels, keynotes, Q&A sessions: Defining a transatlantic agenda for the digital age
• Interactive consulting jams: Students help founders and ‘Mittelständler’ solve a 

real-world business problem, additional workshops
• Founder + VC coffee chats, student + sponsor coffee chats
• Evening event: Sponsor dinners or optional BBQ

• Roadshow: Touch, hear & feel innovations of tomorrow
• Closing panel and keynote
• Lunch & closing remarks

Agenda Prototype
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Our conference will provide an unmatched and 
unforgettable immersion in innovation and tech leadership

Cutting-edge 
workshops

World-class 
speakers

Networking

Innovation 
roadshow

• Deep Dive technology workshops on blockchain, deep 
learning, IoT, and more: build basic shared understanding

• Impact workshops: Understand the impact of emerging 
tech on business, politics, and society

• Leaders from business, politics and research discuss their 
insights in and visions for digital transformation

• Targets include: Silicon Valley C-level thought leaders, 
German politicians & industry leaders, leading researchers

• Interactive, content-oriented formats and coffee chats 
provide unique opportunities for meeting speakers, 
sponsors and participants

• Sponsors, researchers and others exhibit their latest 
innovations that drive digital transformation

Highlights
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Our diverse and experienced team has the drive, quality 
and reliability needed to make Transatlantic 4.0 a success

CO-CHAIRS: LARS THORBEN NEUSTOCK & KATHARINA LIX

TEAM

Total team of 28+ members

Vincent Sitzmann
Ph.D. Student, Stanford

Nikolaus Volk
Software Eng., Uber

Fabian Frank
Student, Stanford

Mathias Klenk,
Software Eng., UnifyID

Richard Gruner,
Software Eng., 
Mercedes Benz

Jens Pohlmann,
PhD 

Lecturer, Stanford

Lars and Katharina are pursuing their PhDs at Stanford
University. Lars studies Electrical Engineering with a focus on numerical 
methods and optimization. Katharina studies Management Science and 
Engineering and focuses on Computational Social Science. They share a 

vision for a modern, technology-driven society resting on a new 
transatlantic bridge for technological trends and social innovations.

Fundraising Lead Workshops 
Co-Lead Logistics Lead

Marketing Lead Workshops 
Co-Lead Panel Lead

Team
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Conference has already generated considerable interest 
among well-known institutions and leaders

ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT 
INSTITUTE FOR INTERNET 

AND SOCIETY

FRAUNHOFER INSTITUTE 
FOR INTELLIGENT 

ANALYSIS AND 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS

STUDIENSTIFTUNG 
DES DEUTSCHEN 

VOLKES

GERMAN AMERICAN 
CHAMBERS OF 

COMMERCE

Supporters

PROF. GERHARD CASPER, 
PRESIDENT EMERITUS, 
STANFORD UNIVERSITY
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We are eager to share our vision, ideas and motivation for 
the transatlantic conference

Interested in contributing?

transatlantic-neustock@stanford.edu | klix@stanford.edu

Get in touch!

Sponsorship

Participation

Ideas with 
whom to 

talk

mailto:transatlantic-neustock@stanford.edu

